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Our response to what the Iranian representative commented last
night protesting the naming of the Arabian Gulf in our report in
Agenda 4 (a):

I would like to clarify to my brother from the Islamic Republic of
Iran, and to the presidency of the conference, that we do not
object to Iran calling it the Persian Gulf, and we do not want them
to object to our naming it the Arabian Gulf, for it is the name
chosen by the Arab countries and no one will be able to dissuade
us from that. He called it the Persian Gulf, and we will call it the



Arabian Gulf, and we can still be friends if the intentions are
correct. The British call the water way that separate them from
France the English Channel while the French call it La Manche
Strait and they do not fight for it. I also want to clarify that in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia we allow maps and atlases bearing the
name of the Persian Gulf to enter in book fairs and in libraries,
and some of our historical books call it Persian, so it is not a
disputed issue with anyone for us, as the Gulf can accommodate
two or three names. However, on the contrary, Iran bans and
confiscates any book or map in which the name of the Arabian
Gulf appears, whether in book fairs or in libraries. So please let
us make the Gulf a bridge of friendship and understanding instead
of enmity and difference.

Abdullah Alwelaie

Vice-Chairman of the National Committee on Geographical
Names in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabian



